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Watch the Balkan queens of trash – Ceca, Seka and JK glitchedup like never
before. It’s all an art project, of course

Ceca: turbo folk’s greatest star and a vowelfiring machine / Video capture

Berlinbased Macedonian artist Marija Bozinovska Jones explores the multiplicity
of meanings inscribed in ex Yugoslavia’s “deadliest” cultural artefact – the
infamous music genre of turbo folk along with the associated Balkan working
class diaspora in western Europe – through some smart treatment of sound and
iconography.

Bozinovska Jones’ art practice revolves around “byproducts of transitional
societies in form of cultural artefacts and aesthetical glitches” which she then
ties up in connection to the ubiquitous media of Internet. The Central St Martins
graduate plays around with the cut/paste technique of visual and sound arts to
achieve an effect that is at the same time familiar and bizarre.

Take Ceca’s vowels, for instance:

Internet Vowels IO Ceca
from Bozinovska Jones | MBJ Wetware

Internet Vovels IO Ceca from Bozinovska Jones on Vimeo.

“The immigrant gastarbeiter former Yugoslav community lives parallelly with the
rest in their adopted motherlands across western Europe and further”, the artist
explains. “In most cases not successfully integrating, this invisible ghettoized
segment of society searches for a collective sense of belonging through its
shared taste for sentimental music performed by scantily clad women. The
internet and its plethora of social networks serves as an ideal platform to unite
ex Yugoslavs from diverse ethnic backgrounds – once at war against each other
– through the high octane turbofolk sounds, offering Yugo nostalgia.”

The sound of Seka:

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fbturn.com%2F10177%2Fthis-is-turbo-folk-2-0&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&related=Bturn_magazine&text=This%20is%20turbo%20folk%202.0&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbturn.com%2F10177%2Fthis-is-turbo-folk-2-0&via=Bturn_magazine
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CkEzgq_IvWfDwH52X3gOo1LKoCLqV7c5J_4eGgfUE8ebS-fsHEAEg34fTJ2CoBqAB5ZfhxQPIAQngAgCoAwHIA5sEqgTXAU_QE7ugLxxQuKBQ6rr5lgfNEKwS7wkZr0klydcP5cKojfXpfE0_-VNu-6BHhklJeyQprWJTw8aC5oTDq83Yd_7JvF_1Y2pt0BElRP_k-IKBSSOJZvhnVkz1jcQmHgBIAmoJi1F1x094qNiWfyTGVe4der6Arf89_Q1pi_9QvZ1S6LqI4xDtcuYC7t6DTJAeAPeTQSKkugtY3MVtLyTwMuWtlxQD8InmXggLdEIx3J0bIeoQhmK16G3q3MSGZIApxfhnDHW7ksq-hT4C0WTZ6geCE3akGOL34AQBoAYugAeD6J46qAemvhvYBwDSCAUIgCEQAbEJCMvbRS-0OIzYEwI&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoe_hwxqMlOfBq4CTBKzVcMg&sig=AOD64_3rB0FKGDtF-KUxfM85wqelP6khDA&client=ca-pub-8106475694695776&adurl=http://landing.instavr.co/%3Fad%3Dpublish
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cj4SXq_IvWe7RH7inzAa28Z_4C7qV7c5J_4eGgfUE8ebS-fsHEAEg34fTJ2CoBqAB5ZfhxQPIAQngAgCoAwHIA5sEqgTNAU_QYgr3gZH-F-pXtetb776XOoJuFmxb7bJN-9mT1Z4J0eoE20cNwuIOhgoN29eqNvNjck1mqDamGzHUEJ077ciT0dAayHKQL5Lb3YefVsFxFwGeq3wLJJ7pl5N6ZUz9j7ECPXlHIumTlqrWjJUk8PhY1JGyLmxFNizAWxWuJgcB4LZq5mD1zBfynYFI5c6gpe95MKEhJacHEiYuUEuLzT5t03gCE_fomYpU1P_o9ZfA28lM3a7zyuBg91kxw7fSfII30EjMR7itolkKipLgBAGgBi6AB4PonjqoB6a-G9gHANIIBQiAIRABsQkIy9tFL7Q4jNgTAg&num=1&cid=CAASEuRon1R-utUFfzWqAbg7bRGDuw&sig=AOD64_3cINZlBd1QuB45zlChVqNuu8ze4w&client=ca-pub-8106475694695776&adurl=http://landing.instavr.co/%3Fad%3Dpublish
http://bturn.com/author/tim-huxley
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CDx7Eq_IvWZDhH-KPxgKvzLDoA7qV7c5J_4eGgfUE8ebS-fsHEAEg34fTJ2CoBqAB5ZfhxQPIAQngAgCoAwHIA5sEqgTSAU_Q8SerpEejd3t-Xo5D5DJGrffVgNNrjqpQaImORv-bHyfNXWSmUTT7jKEqKmxrpjaaSUO8qKGUTQprJzwkWvQZIfwlxvAOCmOSyNVQLNwz9hG4AYeWjn6AvgrD_hL6b8LVAoiIvwD80l8KuivrT3HNu5x3t8Oljuk95gi-OKBrBBTlMLGI_ABI9sOV2nvrom_zMr9Uz0jL94bQlX5xt0R9QCAQdKJeyRklEiTO7y5IZdNgAv0Zl2uwK47e3_Gzz9j_OpYAgeAr8TDS7zONcTlGzuAEAaAGLoAHg-ieOqgHpr4b2AcA0ggFCIAhEAGxCQjL20UvtDiM2BMC&num=1&cid=CAASEuRovVzN3WVSGLccuAVYGnSUCw&sig=AOD64_1PkGUZrUcTWyUZAqgAZ_mX9PSbHA&client=ca-pub-8106475694695776&adurl=http://landing.instavr.co/%3Fad%3Dpublish
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fbturn.com%2F10177%2Fthis-is-turbo-folk-2-0&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=like&kid_directed_site=0&app_id=120214089000
http://bturn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Ceca.jpg
http://bturn.com/175/serbian-guilty-pleasures-who-afraid-of-turbo
https://vimeo.com/user9345531
https://vimeo.com/50058366
https://vimeo.com/user9345531
http://vimeo.com/50058366
http://vimeo.com/user9345531
http://vimeo.com/


Hua Hua Acapulco Blaywatch

Related articles:

SEKA - Internet mix
from Bozinovska Jones | MBJ Wetware

SEKA – Internet mix from Bozinovska Jones on Vimeo.

In such a context, Folkoteka 2.0 as “a multilayered portrayal of the phenomenon
of turbofolk” takes form of an educational media library “helping the
international audience to grasp the politicized music genre from the Balkans.
The footage library consists of web videos and other material uploaded by its
fan base in various forms: mobile phone recordings during live shows, VHS
recordings of TV studio appearances uploaded online, living room
reinterpretations of favorite songs, as well as translations of song lyrics into
english, in most cases rather unsuccessful.”

Dingdong, singalong:

FOLKOTEKA 2.0 - Net Karaoke 1
from Bozinovska Jones | MBJ Wetware

FOLKOTEKA 2.0 – Net Karaoke 1 from Bozinovska Jones on Vimeo.

The project is divided in two spatial and contextual entities: “One presents
altars dedicated to the three turbofolk dieties: Ceca, Seka and Jelena Karleusa
with its videomixes: ‘Internet Vowels’, ‘Internet Mix’ and ‘JK Txt’.”

The second part consists of a karaoke booth, “deciphering songs’ lyrics into
English though borrowing turbo folk fans’ translations and online identities (DJ
Shemo, Goran 021, Seksi Biznismen, Bosanka 084 etc) thus offering more
intimate and transnational way of introduction to the musical and lyrical values.”

As Bozinovska Jones explains, “adding to the absurdity, ‘Folkoteka 2.0’ was
produced during a residency in Buenos Aires, where I likewise discovered a local
‘turbofolk’ versions in South American mass culture entertainment.

*more info: marijabozinovskajones.com
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